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Answer ALL questions on a separate sheet.                      [100 marks] 

 

1. a) Read the article about a message from the past, and then answer questions I – IX. 

  

   

A message from the past 

The idea of throwing a message in a bottle into the sea and hoping someone far away will 

read it one day is exciting. Where will it land? Who will find it? When? One Australian family 

found the answers to these questions while on a day out on a remote beach near the city of 

Perth.  

 

Tonya Illman and her family had all been swimming. While her husband was packing the car, 

she was picking up some rubbish when she saw an old bottle sticking out of the sand. She 

thought it would look nice on her bookshelf so she showed it to her son, who commented that 

it looked like one they had in their living room. They noticed something inside that looked like 

an old cigarette. Tonya shook it out and realised it was a rolled-up piece of paper, tied with 

string for protection. Although not much water had got in, the paper was still damp. Tonya was 

tempted to unroll it and let it dry in the hot sun, but decided to take it home and put it in a cool 

oven instead.  

 

Later, when she opened up the paper, Tonya was astonished to see that it was a form printed 

in German. The bottle’s thick glass meant the form had avoided exposure to the weather. She 

was really excited when she saw the date that had been filled in – 12 June 1886! The family 

looked online and found that the oldest message in a bottle dated from 1906 and was found 

in 2015. Tonya’s message was 20 years older, which was a new world record!  

 

The information on the form stated that the bottle had been thrown from a ship called Paula 

that was originally from Germany. It was heading from Wales to its destination in Indonesia. 

The form requested that anyone finding the bottle should contact the nearest German 

embassy with details of their discovery. Tonya’s family weren’t sure whether the form was 

genuine so they decided to take the bottle and its contents to the Western Australian Museum.  

 

After carefully examining the form, the museum staff told the family that it was in good 

condition for its age. They believed it had been buried in the sand for over a century, which 

had kept it safe, until a huge storm had most likely uncovered it.  

 

The museum contacted experts in Germany, who were able to check the captain’s diary from 

the ship Paula. The diary described the ship’s location when the bottle was thrown into the 

sea. Amazingly, this corresponded exactly with the location given on the form from the bottle! 

The diary had been handwritten by the captain, who gave his name as Captain O. Diekmann. 
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Even more exciting was the fact that although there was no name given, the captain’s 

handwriting in the diary was identical to the handwriting on the form. This was final proof that 

the message in the bottle was indeed genuine.  

 

The museum explained that in the nineteenth century, German ships were conducting tests to 

study the movement of ocean currents. In order to do this, hundreds of bottles were thrown 

into the ocean. Each bottle contained a form with the ship’s name, the date, and the place 

where the bottle was dropped, with the hope that someone would report where it was found. 

The experiment lasted 69 years, and 662 bottles have been returned so far. Tonya’s bottle is 

the oldest – at least until the next one is discovered… 

 

I. What was Tonya Illman doing when she found the bottle? (1 mark) 

II. Where did Tonya plan to display the bottle when she got home? (1 mark) 

III. How did Tonya dry the piece of paper? (1 mark) 

IV. What year was written on the form? (1 mark) 

V. Where was the ship travelling to?  (1 mark) 

VI. What was the person who found the form asked to do? (1 mark) 

VII. Which TWO (2) details in the ship’s diary matched those on the form? (2 marks) 

VIII. What was the purpose of the German experiment?  (1 mark) 

IX. Why was the form so well preserved? Give FOUR (4) reasons. (6 marks) 
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b) Read the article about four people (A–D) who live in very different environments. Then 

answer questions I – X. 

 

WHAT’S IT LIKE WHERE YOU LIVE? 

A Suraya  

Everyone in my city knows the problems that the rainy season brings, like being trapped at 

school by floods or falling over in heavy rain. At times like these, I wouldn’t recommend driving 

and I tend to use trains instead. They might be late and crowded, but at least you’re safer with 

other people around. Plus, you can usually find shelter at stations if you have to phone your 

family or wait for the rain to stop. Another problem that bothers me is mosquitoes, which are 

everywhere in the rainy season! It’s definitely advisable to cover up your arms to avoid being 

bitten when you go outside. Hot, humid weather can also easily upset your stomach so I try to 

stick to light food and keep away from anything that’s too oily. To be honest, I don’t like the 

rainy season but I know other people see the positives, like the dramatic colours of storm 

clouds.  

 

B Vincent  

Where I live, I’ve noticed that the fierce desert heat does sometimes get people down. You 

can’t do anything about it, so for a happy life it’s essential to change your attitude towards it. 

Instead of seeing the heat as your enemy, try to appreciate the things it can offer like the 

beautiful wild landscapes and the strange-looking desert plants. Yes, it’s true that life here can 

be difficult, but you soon learn ways to cope. For example, it might look a bit odd, but I now 

always keep a towel inside my car so I can use it to hold the steering wheel when it becomes 

too hot to touch. And before any long car journey, I always check that my mobile phone is fully 

charged as the battery runs out quickly inside a hot car. I must admit though, one thing I never 

do is wear long-sleeved shirts to keep the sun off my skin. They’re far too hot! I’d rather stay 

in the shade instead.  

 

C Harmony  

Average winter temperatures here are around minus 10 degrees Celsius but it can get as cold 

as minus 30 some days, so I guess everyday life is a bit different to that in other countries. 

One difference is that teenagers in other countries seem to text or take photos outside with 

their friends every five minutes. We definitely don’t do that here – your fingers would freeze 

and your phone would probably stop working! I’ve also noticed that people here generally 

worry less about the latest trends – that’s certainly the case for me. People here have come 

up with lots of ways to cope with the cold. For example, every Saturday morning I get together 

with my neighbours to help clear the snow from the pavement in our street. It’s quite hard work 

but it really warms me up.  
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D Aki  

My city is at high altitude. Tourists coming here on holiday often rush into energetic mountain 

activities before they’ve had time to get used to being so high up, but then find themselves 

feeling sick and exhausted. Eating particular foods can help you feel better, but the most 

important thing is to adjust slowly. It’s not only people that feel worn out though: your mechanic 

will have to keep adjusting your car’s engine, but it will still lack power. Things just work 

differently at altitude – it’s a fact of life here. Unfortunately though, this rule also applies in the 

kitchen. Food reacts differently when you’re cooking, so beans seem to take ages to cook, 

cakes tend to sink and bread falls apart. I’ve tried to get used to it, but these problems 

constantly annoy me. 

 

For each question, write the correct letter A, B, C or D on the line.  

Which person ... 

I. warns against using a mobile phone outdoors? (1 mark) 

II. recommends wearing long sleeves for protection? (1 mark) 

III. mentions a way for people to benefit both themselves and their local community? 

(1 mark) 

IV. accepts that regular vehicle maintenance is necessary? (1 mark) 

V. avoids eating certain things because of the effect on their body? (1 mark) 

VI. suggests that the way they use a common object could seem surprising? (1 mark) 

VII. feels irritated by an everyday activity? (1 mark) 

VIII. explains their reasons for using a certain type of transport? (1 mark) 

IX. is unconcerned about keeping up with fashion? (1 mark) 

X. believes that it’s important to think positively? (1 mark) 
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2. a) Read the article about an event called Free Comic Book Day, and then complete the notes. 

The best things in life are free 

For comic book fans everywhere, the first Saturday in May is one of the most important dates 
in the calendar. That’s Free Comic Book Day, when comic book shops around the world give 
away free comic books to anyone walking into the store. Getting things for free sounds too 
good to be true, but for these shops, it’s a way to attract new customers.  

Free Comic Book Day is an annual event that was established in 2002 and since then, over 
12 million comic books have been given away. Every year, increasing numbers of shops take 
part and the day now includes a variety of activities from free writing workshops to book 
signings by famous writers. One shop that has been involved since the beginning is Champion 
Comics. The owner, Abeke Griffith, is a big comic book fan and is convinced that these books 
offer more than just a fun way to relax. ‘When I was a kid I thought reading was difficult and 
boring, but one day I picked up a comic book. I was fascinated by the pictures and finished it 
straightaway. That was it – I was hooked! I definitely think comics can help struggling readers 
learn to love reading.’  

According to Abeke, being involved in Free Comic Book Day is great publicity for the range of 
comic books available in her shop. ‘Many people think comics are only about fights between 
evil criminals and heroes, but there’s so much more to them than that.’ Not all the comic books 
in the store are given away, but there are usually around 50 free ones to choose from. On the 
day, Abeke also holds unique sales promotions, as do many other comic book shops. 

Abeke believes that giving away free comic books actually makes good sense. ‘Every year, it 
creates a new generation of young comic book fans. In return, we make sure there are plenty 
of interesting things for them to do on Free Comic Book Day. Last year, we even organised a 
careers presentation given by a successful young artist working in the comic book industry. 
That was really popular so we’ll be doing it again.’ Abeke is also involved in the national 
committee that organises Free Comic Book Day, and sees it as a great opportunity to pick up 
business ideas from other shop owners across the country.  

Comic books aren’t just attracting the attention of the business world, however. Teachers and 
psychologists are just some of the professionals that are starting to see the potential of comic 
books, which enable readers young and old to explore serious themes in a straightforward 
way. Recent research was carried out to examine what happens in the brain when people 
have to process pictures and text at the same time. One finding was that reading comic books 
actually improves people’s ability to understand complex information.  

So with all these fantastic things available for free, when the first Saturday in May next comes 
around, why not check out what’s happening in your nearest comic book shop? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FA1213 English Language Proficiency CONFIDENTIAL 
Final Examination  
  

Peninsula College Georgetown Page 7 of 9 

You are going to give a talk about Free Comic Book Day to your class at school. Prepare some 
notes to use as the basis for your talk. Make short notes under each heading. 

Special events that are held in comic book shops as part of Free Comic Book Day:  

I. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
II. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

III. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
IV. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What shops gain from taking part in Free Comic Book Day: 

V. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
VI. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

VII. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How people benefit from reading comic books: 

VIII. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
IX. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
X. ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(10 marks) 

 

b) Look at your notes in Question 1 above. Using the ideas in your notes, write a summary 
about Free Comic Book Day. Your summary should be about 70 words long (and no more 
than 80 words long). You should use your own words as far as possible. 

            (15 marks) 
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3. You should spend about 30 minutes on this task. 
 
The pie charts compare ways of accessing the news in Japan and New Zealand in 2016. 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparisons where relevant.  
 
Write at least 150 words. 
 

Ways of accessing the news in Japan and New Zealand in 2016 
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4. You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

In your English class, you have been talking about starvation. Now, your English lecturer has 
asked you to write an essay. 

In about 180 to 200 words, write an essay using all the notes and give reasons for your point 
of view.  

 

In many parts of Africa, people are dying of starvation and lack of freshwater. What 
are the causes of these problems? Can these problems be solved? 

Notes 

Write about: 

 war 
 lack of organised farming 
 ……..…….. (your own idea) 

 

 

 

- END OF QUESTIONS - 

 


